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Abstract
This presentation will describe the nature and origin of the American concept of “Separation of
Church and State.” It will review some of the historical roots of religious identity in the United
States. It will then discuss the nature of the contemporary conflicts associated with maintaining a
secular state in the face of the several religious identities which powerfully express themselves in
government and society. Finally, there will be a discussion of what the future might hold for religious
practice and expression in the United States.
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