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Recent years have seen an explosion in the scientific literature on climate change. The Fourth
Assessment of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, completed and published last
year, assesses and summarizes significant findings from this literature.

This presentation will outline key policy-relevant findings from the Fourth Assessment, along
with some of the research results which support these findings. Our discussion will include
regional material, including some for the region including Malaysia. We will first cover findings
from Working Group I, on the Physical Science Basis. This includes observations of climate
variability and change to date, causes of change, and projections for the future. We will then
consider results from Working Group 2 on impacts, adaptation and vulnerability, and from
Working Group 3 about mitigation (reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and enhancement of
sinks).

The presentation will conclude with discussion of greenhouse gas emissions pathways projected
to lead to long-term stabilisation at various amounts of temperature increase. Considering such
stabilization pathways, together with the Working Group 2 information on vulnerability of
systems to various levels of temperature increase, provides a framework for developing policy
targets for greenhouse gas emission reductions.
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