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Date of birth:  May 30, 1959 
Birthplace:  Málaga, Spain. 
Nationality:  Australian. 
 
Education 

Sep. 1987 Ph.D. degree in Biochemistry, University of Málaga, Spain. 

Sep. 1983 Hons. Quantum Chemistry, Universidad Autonoma de 
Madrid,  Spain.  

June 1982 BSc. Chemistry, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, Spain. 

 
 
Professional work experience 

Jan. 1994- 
Present 

Associate Professor, Department of Botany, University of 
Queensland. Director, Plant Genetic Engineering Laboratory. 

Jan. 1992- 
Dec. 1993 

Research associate. Department of Chemical Engineering. 
Pennsylvania State University. NASA funded project. 

Dec. 1990- 
Dec. 1992 

Research associate. Laboratory of Plant Molecular Biology, 
Department of Horticulture. Pennsylvania State University.  

Nov. 1989- 
Nov. 1990 

Molecular Biology Team leader , Therapeutic Enzymes Ltd. 

Sep. 1988- 
Sep. 1989 

Postdoctoral research associate. Plant Research Laboratory. 
Michigan State University. 

 
Professional societies 

* American Society of Plant Biologists (ASPB). 
* International Society of Plant Molecular Biology (ISPMB). 
* Australian Society of Plant Physiology (ASPP). 
* International Society for Horticultural Research (ISHR) 
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International Patents 
2003 Founding member of Origo Biotech. A spin-off company commercialising two of 

my patents. The company has an agreement to invest 3.5 million dollars in R&D. 
2002 The patent entitled “A Method for Facilitating Pathogen Resistance” PR8802 (US 

#60/341404) covers a novel method to control nematode infestation. 
Licensed to Golden Circle. Resulted in an ARC linkage grant. 

2000 Founding member Coridon Ltd. Spin-off company commercialising two patents of 
which I am an inventor in one of them. The company is now finalising a structured 
finance agreement for the value of 4 million dollars to be invested in research. 

2000 The patent entitled “Nucleic Acid Molecule And Uses Therefore” PR7188 covers a 
novel translational enhancer sequence. 

2000 The patent entitled “Method for modifying a plant phenotype” (PCT/AU00/02011) 
covers the use of a novel gene that produces a plant phenotype with an unusually 
high number of branches, flowers and seeds. Licensed to Origo Biotechnology. 
Resulted in the Start up Biotech company Origo Biotech. 

2000 The patent entitled “Method for modifying a plant phenotype-2” 
(PCT/AU00/02012) covers the use of a novel gene that can alter the phenotype of a 
plant to produce flowers grouped in one location instead of distributed throughout 
a branch. 

1998 Patent entitled “Polynucleotide and method”  (PCT/AU98/00530), covers a novel 
method of directing specific expression of genes to different plant tissues. Licensed 
to Coridon Ltd. 

1998 The patent entitled “A novel plant promoter and uses therefor” (PP5572/98) 
protects the intellectual property and uses of the PGEL-1 promoter, which directs 
gene expression in a constitutive way and with 3-4 higher levels of expression than 
the CaMV 35s promoter. Licensed to several overseas and Australian Companies 
on non-exclusive agreements. 

1996 Australian patent PN/5559, international patent PCT/AU96/00591 entitled “Novel 
ACC synthase genes”. Licensed to Golden Circle and Origo Biotech.  

1995 Australian patent PN/9582 entitled “Novel ACC synthase genes from pineapple”, 
Licensed to Golden Circle. 
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