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Abstract

Environmental justice in the context of this paper refers to the ability of citizens to participate in official
decision-making processes that effect the environment and thereby their lives as well. It also means the
availability of avenues, administrative and judicial, to seek redress in the event that poor or harmful
decisions are made. It would be unfair and wrong to say that Malaysia does not have the mechanisms for
citizens to seek environmental justice. It is just that the mechanisms are perhaps somewhat corroded,
sotospeak, and prone to breaking down.

The paper discusses the legislative options and their practice that allow for public participation in
decision-making, namely the Environmental Quality Act and the Town and Country Planning Act; the
barriers to bringing an action in the courts; and the concept of a right to a clean environment that is the
foundation for environmental justice. Finally, some suggestions will be considered about how to ensure
that environmental justice is realised
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