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ABSTRACT:

Indonesia has been undergoing a democratic transition from her authoritarian past towards a liberal
democratic system. The weakness of secular/democratic organized social movements (relatively to the
religious ones and business circles connected to Soeharto’s cronies) due to the severe repression during 32
years of Soeharto’s era is the main factor of the failure of the new system to protect the minority rights
and welfare of the people. There is a necessity to consolidate democracy by exercising it effectively
through the reform of electoral and party system on the one hand, and eradicating the religious
fundamentalism on the other hand by promoting spirit of pluralism, tolerance, justice and solidarity.
Those objectives should be the values of Indonesian governing bodies in the future.
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